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Prompt 3.14 - Declaration of Independence 

Warm-Up: How would you break up with somebody? If you wrote a letter, what would it say? 

 

         The bloodshed at Lexington and Concord marked a turning point for the colonies. The day after 

the clashes, horseback riders galloped through the colonies with news of Britain‘s "barbarous murders" 

of innocent militiamen. Most Americans were deeply shocked by the news. More urgently than ever 

before, they debated what the colonies should do about the trouble with Great Britain.  

         The choices were clear enough. The colonies could declare their independence, or becoming 

their own country—a course that would surely lead to war. Or they could continue with their protests. 

This would keep the colonies at peace, but at what cost to the colonists‘ freedom?  

  

         No one was more outspoken in his support for independence than Patrick Henry of Virginia. 

Henry delivered one of the most famous speeches in 

American history to the Virginia Assembly. "There is no 

room for hope," Henry began. "If we wish to be free…we 

must fight! Our chains are forged. Their clanking can be 

heard on the plains of Boston. The war is inevitable—and 

let it come!"  

         Then Henry spoke to those who treasured peace above 

freedom: “Gentlemen may cry, peace, peace—but there is 

no peace. The war is actually begun. The next gale that 

sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the clash of 

resounding arms!… What is it that gentlemen wish?… Is 

life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the 

price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I 

know not what course others may take; but as for me, 

give me liberty, or give me death!”  

         Despite the passionate words of Patriots like Patrick Henry, most colonists remained reluctant 

(hesitant). Only after the war had already begun did the colonies declare their independence. 

The Declaration of Independence 

         The Declaration of Independence was a break up letter written by Thomas Jefferson to King 

George III. Among the many complaints it had, it was also one of the first documents to talk about the 

need for enlightenment ideas like equality and rights to be protected by the government. 

Enlightenment Principles Critical Thinking 

Principle 1 - All men are created 

equal. 
Was it really all men? Explain. 

 

 

Principle 2 - All men have 

rights. 
Even if it is not all men, was this still important? Why? 

 

 

Principle 3 - Governments are 

given power by the people to 

protect those rights. 

How should government protect these rights? 

 

 

Principle 4 - When government 

fails to protect their rights, people 

can overthrow the government. 

Which Philosopher influenced Jefferson to say this? 
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Directions: Translate the passage and then match the principle(s) 

Excerpt In your own words Principle 

Excerpt 1: “When in the course of 

human events it becomes 

necessary for one people to 

dissolve the political bands which 

have connected them with 

another…” 

  

Excerpt 2: “We hold these truths 

to be self-evident,that all men are 

created equal, that they are 

endowed by their Creator with 

certain unalienable Rights, that 

among these are Life, Liberty, and 

the pursuit of Happiness.” 

self-evident - obvious, endowed - given, unalienable - 

cannot be taken away 

 

Excerpt 3: “That to secure these 

rights, Governments are 

instituted among Men, deriving 

their just powers from the 

consent of the governed.” 

Instituted - created, deriving - getting, consent - approval  

Excerpt 4: “That whenever any 

Form of Government becomes 

destructive of these ends, it is the 

Right of the People to alter or to 

abolish it, and to institute new 

Government.” 

alter - change, abolish - destroy  

Excerpt 5: “The history of the 

present King of Great Britain is a 

history of repeated injuries and 

usurpations, all having in direct 

object the establishment of an 

absolute Tyranny over these 

states.” 

usurpations - unfair claim to power, tyranny - unfair control  

Excerpt 6: “A Prince, whose 

character is thus marked by every 

act which may define a tyrant, is 

unfit to be the ruler of a free 

people.” 

oppressions - unfair treatment, petitioned - complained, 

redress - set right, humble - polite 

 

Excerpt 7: “We, 

therefore...solemnly publish and 

declare, that these United Colonies 

are, and of Right ought to be, Free 

and Independent States.” 

solemnly - formally  

 

Cooldown:  What are natural rights (google it)? What other natural rights should be added? 


