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Prompt 5.10 - Jefferson & Hypocrisy 

Warm-up: Think of a time when a person you cared about gave you advice. What if you later found out that this person did something horrible. 

Would that person’s words lose value to you? Do words have meaning regardless as to who said them? 

Hypocrisy is ... 

 

 

 

Gallery Walk: Collect evidence on how Jefferson was hypocritical by filling in each column in detail and boxing keywords. 

On the one hand... On the other hand... 

Jefferson’s Personality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jefferson & Slavery 
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Jefferson & Racism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jefferson & Government 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooldown: Was Jefferson overall good or bad for the United States? Explain using two of the four topics we learned about today. 



Jefferson’s Personality 

On the one hand… On the other hand… 

Thomas Jefferson was raised as a rich plantation owner in Virginia.  

 

Thomas Jefferson was a sneaky politician. He kept secrets and 

destroyed the careers of others to make sure his party stayed in power. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jefferson cared about his image. He used his wealth to buy many 

things and throw many parties to entertain his guests. During his 

presidency he spent 175,000 dollars on French wine! 

 

Jefferson helped the “common man” instead of the rich. 

 

Jefferson was deeply in love with his wife and was devastated when 

she died. After her death he wrote that “all my plans for happiness 

were reversed in a single event.” His daughter, Patsy, also loved 

Jefferson. At 10 years old she saw him grieving over her mother often. 

So, Patsy would make sure he wasn’t lonely. She, along with her 

husband, moved in with Jefferson to keep him company. 

 

         Despite caring about his image, he didn’t like to show off. 

During his presidential inauguration, he walked across a dirty field to 

the White House instead of having a huge party. When meeting with 

foreign leaders, he would wear ragged clothes and slippers!  

          Jefferson enjoyed things that made him unpopular. He 

kept a garden of 333 different vegetables, took notes on them, and 

was often seen eating tomatoes! This became a scandal because 

Americans didn’t like vegetables then. He even brought one of the 

first European pasta machines to the United States. Jefferson also 

was Deist, which meant that he didn’t believe that Jesus was God 

Since most people were Christian then, this was a big risk for him to 

admit.  

        Jefferson was shy, disliked public speaking, and would rather 

write letters than speak to people at parties. 

 

 

 



Jefferson on Slavery 

On the one hand… On the other hand… 

Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence which stated “all men are 

created equal.”  

 

Jefferson originally intended to include a passage against slavery in the Declaration of 

Independence and would sometimes write about the evils of slavery throughout his life. He 

once wrote that it brings out the worst in people and children were doomed to repeat it. “The 

whole [slave trade] is...the most unremitting despotism (neverending tyranny) on the one 

part, and degrading submissions (mean) on the other. Our children see this, and learn to 

imitate it... This quality is the germ of all education in him.” 

 

Thomas Jefferson was a plantation owner who 

owned more than 600 slaves.  

 

Although he would not frequently physically 

abuse his slaves, he would sometimes 

mentally abuse them if they tried to escape. 

As punishment for running away he would sell 

families apart so that they would never see 

each other again. Additionally, unlike 

Washington, Thomas Jefferson never freed his 

slaves--even upon his death. 

 

 

 



Jefferson on Racism 

On the one hand… On the other hand… 

Jefferson made racist statements saying that African Americans 

were inferior and claiming that biracial relationships were 

impossible. In fact, he wanted to send all African Americans to 

Africa to start a new life, even though most never set foot there. 

 

Despite claiming that biracial relationships were impossible, Thomas 

Jefferson was rumored to have started a biracial relationship with one of his 

slaves, Sally Hemings, after the death of his wife.  

 

When Jefferson was serving in France he had sent for his daughter and 

Sally Hemings to visit him. While in France, Sally was technically free 

because France had outlawed slavery. However, Sally stayed with Jefferson 

anyway. Sally became pregnant when Jefferson returned home to his 

plantation, Monticello. She had several children, all who had a lighter 

complexion and some of whom had features that strikingly resembled 

Jefferson. Further DNA tests conducted today support the theory that 

Jefferson fathered children with Sally -- children who he then enslaved. 

 

It is unclear as to whether their relationship was romantic or forced, as she 

would not have been able to reject him as his slave. Why, then, did Sally not 

free herself in France? Some historians believe that the only reason Sally 

stayed enslaved to Jefferson in France was to make a deal with him that 

their children would be freed upon his death while others believe that the 

relationship may have been meaningful to them. 

 

Upon Jefferson’s death, he had freed all of Sally’s children. They were the 

only family Jefferson ever freed. 

 

 

 

 



Jefferson on Government 

On the one hand… On the other hand… 

Thomas Jefferson wanted a smaller Federal 

government.  

 

He often criticized Washington, Hamilton, and Adams 

for increasing its power. He thought that 1) trade should 

be free, 2) the military should not be used without 

Congress, and 3) major decisions should only be made 

with Congressional approval. 

D--n it, how he nicks’ em. Oh! This cursed Ograbme 

 

Political Cartoons claiming Jefferson was grabbing 

farmers and taking away their freedom. 

(Embargo spelled backwards is Ograbme) 

Though he criticized Federalists for increasing Federal power, Jefferson increased 

the power of the Federal government dramatically. 

 

Jefferson was faced with the same problem Washington and Adams were faced with. 

American traders were attempting to trade with both Britain and France while the 

two countries were at war with each other. As a result, both the British and the 

French began seizing American vessels and impressing their crew into slave labor. 

To stop this, he used the federal government to create an “Embargo.” This forced 

all traders to stop trading with both countries. The Embargo was very unpopular 

because it was an attack on the free trade he promised to protect. 

 

Jefferson also had problems with the Barbary Pirates of North Africa. The United 

States had paid 2 million dollars so that they would not attack Americans heading to 

Europe. Eventually, the pirates wanted more money. Without the approval from 

Congress, Jefferson ordered military attacks on the pirates to get them to stop.  

 

Napoleon offered to sell the Louisiana territory to the United States for 15 million 

dollars. Without the approval of Congress, Thomas Jefferson signed the treaty 

with France and doubled the size of the United States. He spent 15 million dollars on 

land that many thought was useless while the country was still in debt. 

 

 

 

 



5.10 The Jefferson Hypocrisy
Warm-up: Think of a time when a person you cared about 
gave you advice. What if you later learned that this person 
did something horrible.

1) Would that person’s words lose value to you or would they 
still hold true?

2) Do words have meaning separate from the person who said 
them?



Hypocrisy
When a person’s behaviors do not match 

their words.



Gallery Walk
We will learn why Jefferson is often 
considered hypocritical by historians

1) Read the text & complete the 
correct chart in your groups in 
under 7 minutes.

2) Agree what to write on the table 
handout.

3) When the timer ends, rotate to the 
next table.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Co3aOPXPgqI


On the one hand…
- He was a rich plantation owner
- He was a sneaky politician
- He cared about what others 

thought about him

On the other hand...
- He supported the “common man”
- He didn’t like to show off his wealth
- He enjoyed unpopular things
- He was a Deist 
- He was shy & disliked public 

speaking

What was he like?



On Freedom
On the one hand…

- He wrote the Declaration of 
Independence

- “all men are created equal”
- He wrote about the evils of slavery

On the other hand...
- He owned over 600 slaves
- He separated families who tried to 

escape
- He never freed his slaves in his will 

(a document which says what to do with 
property when someone dies)



On Racism
On the one hand…

- He was racist
- Didn’t think a biracial relationships 

were possible.

On the other hand...
- Had a relationship with a slave
- He fathered children with her
- He freed her children in his will

However...
- This relationship may not have 

been consensual



Cooldown
Was Jefferson overall good or bad 
for the United States? Be specific.
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